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UNIT 10. VERBAL NOUNS (iSIM-FiiLLER, MASTARLAR)

¢ Verbal nouns are formed from verbs, have verb roots, but in a sentence, they act as
subjects and objects. Verbal nouns are infinitives and noun-verbs.

<+ The infinitive suffix is -mak / -mek. Noun-verbs are formed with the suffixes -ma and -
IS.

1. Bakmak, okumak, yazmak, konu s$mak, sormak... (to look, to read, to write, to speak, to
ask...)

2. Bakma, yizme, okuma, yazma, anlama... (looking, swimming, reading, writing,
understanding...)

3. Bakis, gelis, gidi g, cikig, giri g, oturu ... (a look, an arrival, a departure, an exit, an
entrance, a way of sitting...)

<+ Verbal nouns can take nominal inflectional suffixes.

a) Case suffixes

Okumaya be s yasinda ba gladim. (I started reading at the age of five.)

Ben okumayi seviyorum. (Il love to read.)

Ahmet di § gorini siine cok 6nem verir. (Ahmet pays great attention to his external
appearance.)

b) Possessive suffixes

Ben senin a glamani istemiyorum. (I don't want you to cry.)

Ben de onun okuyu sunu be genmiyorum . (I don't like his way of reading either.)

¢) The plural suffix
Bu aglamalar bo suna. (These cryings are in vain.)

Batun ciki glar kapaliydi . (All exits were closed.)

d) Can be a member of a noun-phrase construction.
Biz magcin biti sini bekledik. (We waited for the end of the match.)

Yetim ¢cocu gun baki g1 beni ¢ok etkiledi . (The orphan child's gaze affected me greatly.)
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¢ Verbal nouns have all the properties of nouns and are used in a sentence just like
nouns.

Okumak en faydali eylemdir . (Reading is the most useful activity.) (subject)
Kitap okumay! ¢ok seviyorum. (I love reading books very much.) (direct object)
Sinirli oldu gu geli sinden anla siliyor. (It is understood from his arrival that he is angry.)
(indirect object)
% The negative form of the infinitive is formed with the suffix -ma / -me, which is placed
before the infinitive marker -mak/-mek.
okumak — oku — oku + ma + mak — okumamak (not to read)
yazmak — yaz — yaz + ma + mak — yazmamak (not to write)
bakmak — bak — bak + ma +y + 15 — bakmayi g (not looking)
«» In the absence of inflectional suffixes, the stress falls on the infinitive marker or the
suffixes -ma and -Is.
okumak, vermék, yazm4, dani sm4, bakis, seslenis...
¢+ Verbal nouns can also mean concrete objects, places, types of work. In these
meanings, they are already nouns and cannot take a negative suffix.
dondurma (1. freezing; 2. ice cream),
danisma (1. consulting; 2. information desk),
kavurma (1. frying; 2. kavurma—meat fried in its own fat),
kizartma (1. frying; 2. fried food),
bdlme (1. dividing; 2. partition),
cakmak (1. to hammer in; 2. lighter),
yemek (1. to eat; 2. food),
ekmek (1. to sow; 2. bread),
kaymak (1. clotted cream; 2. to slide),
aligverig (1. trade; 2. shopping),
gosteri s (1. showing off; 2. appearance),

gori s (1. sight; 2. opinion),
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bulu g (1. discovery; 2. invention),

anlayl s (1. understanding; 2. insight)...

/

<+ Now let's examine all verbal noun forms in order.

A. -MAK /-MEK
< The infinitive suffix. This is the most frequent of the suffixes that turn verbs into
nouns. It can be added to any verb root or stem. The presence of this suffix indicates
that the word denotes an action or process and is a verbal noun.

Addition

« If the last vowel of the stem is a, I, 0, u, the variant -mak is chosen; otherwise, if the
last vowel of the stemis e, i, 6, i — -mek.

lyi bir i § sahibi olmak herkes icin énemlidir.  (Having a good job is important for
everyone.)

Sigara icmek zararll bir ali  gkanlktir. (Smoking is a harmful habit.)

Bence tek ¢6zim bol bol antrenman yapmak.  (In my opinion, the only solution is to train a
lot.)

Sabahlar iyi bir kahvalti yapmak ¢ok énemlidir. (It is very important to have a good
breakfast in the mornings.)

Blyuklerle bu sgekilde konu smak ¢ok kotl bir davrani . (It is a very bad behavior to talk
to elders this way.)
s After the suffix -mak / -mek, case suffixes can be placed, but the infinitive form never

takes possessive suffixes.

< Infinitives can be used in combinations with some suffixes and postpositions.
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1) -makta; (reporting a fact)

Dinya gune sin etrafinda dénmekte. (The Earth is revolving around the sun.)
Addition
% |f the last vowel of the stem is a, I, 0, u — -makta; if the last vowel of the stem is e, i,

0, U — -mekte.

Conjugation

Pronoun Turkish Pronoun Conjugation

I Ben yap + makta +y +im

You (singular) Sen yap + makta + sin

He/She/lt O yap + makta

We Biz yap + makta +y + 1z

You (plural/formal) Siz yap + makta + siniz

They Onlar yap + makta + lar
When to use

% The form “-makta / -mekte” is used when it is necessary to provide information
about an event. In some contexts, especially with an inflectional suffix for person and
number, the form “-makta / -mekte” is synonymous with the present continuous
tense. However, according to some scholars, they cannot be considered complete
synonyms because the meaning of the present continuous tense does not include the
idea of "beginning," whereas the form “-makta / -mekte” denotes actions that have
started and are currently continuing.

Akl dengesi yerinde de gil. Kendini uzayda zannetmekte. (He is not in his right mind. He
thinks he is in space.)
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Bosuna Uzulmektesin Emine teyze. (You are worrying for nothing, Aunt Emine.)

Batin hayvanlar do gar do gmaz yiriimeye ba slamaktalar . (All animals start walking as
soon as they are born.)

Siz benden neredeyse imkansizi istemektesiniz.  (You are asking for the almost
impossible from me.)

Su anda diinyanin en so guk yerinde bulunmaktayiz . (We are currently in the coldest
place on Earth.)
Negation

% The negation of the form “-makta / -mekte” is formed as follows: verb root or stem
+ negative suffix -ma, -me + + makta).

Gunumuzde bu tir aletler kullanilmamakta.  (Nowadays, such tools are not being used.)

Sen g6zunun éninde olup bitenleri gérmemektesin . (You are not seeing what is
happening right before your eyes.)
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2) -maktadir (reporting a fact)

Dinya gune sin etrafinda dénmektedir. (The Earth revolves around the sun.)

Addition

If the last vowel of the stem is a, I, 0, u — -maktadir; if the vowelis e, i, 6, U — -mektedir.
Note: This form cannot be changed by person and number.

When to use
s The form “-maktadir / -mektedir” is used to report some information.

% In some contexts, this form is synonymous with the present continuous tense
(however, according to some scholars, they cannot be considered complete
synonyms because the meaning of the present continuous tense does not include the
idea of "beginning," whereas the form “-makta / -mekte” denotes actions that have
started and are currently continuing).

« Differences between the forms “-makta” and “-maktadir”: The meanings of the
suffixes “-makta / -mekte” and “-maktadir / -mektedir” are completely
synonymous. The only difference is that the form “-maktadir” is never used with
personal suffixes (while the form “-makta” can be used with all persons/numbers)
and in most cases is used to convey some information (while the form “-makta” is
more often synonymous with the present continuous tense).

Kangurular Avustralya’da ya samaktadirlar . (Kangaroos live in Australia.)

Rusya’da btiin okullar bir eylilde acilmaktadir . (In Russia, all schools open on
September 1st.)

Volga nehri Hazar Denizi'ne dokilmektedir . (The Volga River flows into the Caspian Sea.)

Rusya, yluzolcimu bakimindan, diinyada birinci sirada yer almaktadir. (In terms of area,
Russia ranks first in the world.)

Olimpiyat oyunlari dért yilda bir ve farkli tlkeler de yapilmaktadir . (The Olympic Games
are held every four years and in different countries.)
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Negation

¢ The negation of the form “-maktadir” is formed as follows: verb root or stem +
negative suffix -ma, -me + + maktadir).

Bu tUr hikaye kitaplarinda birle  sik zamanlar kullanilmamaktadir. (Compound tenses are
not used in these types of storybooks.)

ingilizce yazildi g1 gibi okunmamaktadir. (English is not read as it is written.)
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3) -maksa

Eger hedefiniz kazanmaksa cok call smalisiniz. (If your goal is to win, you must work
hard.)

Addition

If the last vowel of the stem is a, I, 0, U — -maksa;

if the last vowel of the stem is e, i, 0, U — -mekse.

Note: This verbal form does not change by person and number.

When to use
% This form is used in conditional subordinate clauses. The form -maksa is
synonymous with the combination -mak istiyorsa (+ the necessary personal suffix
according to the meaning).

Eger niyetin bari smaksa ho s geldin. (If your intention is to make peace, welcome.)

Amaciniz gerce gi 6 grenmekse 6nce Selim’i bulun . (If your goal is to learn the truth, first
find Selim.)

Eger hedefin birinci olmaksa bu kitabi bitirmelisin . (If your goal is to be first, you must
finish this book.)

Eger fikrin cocu gu aldatmaksa bo suna ugrasma. (If your idea is to deceive the child, don't
bother.)

Planiniz onu saf di 1 birakmaksa biraz gec¢ kaldiniz . (If your plan is to sideline him, you
are a bit late.)
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Negation
¢ The negation of this form is formed as follows: verb root or stem + ma + maksa.

Eger amacin onu i se almamaksa o zaman olabilir.  (If your goal is not to hire him, then it
might be possible.)

Derdiniz okumamaksa aclk acik séyleyin . (If your problem is not wanting to read, say so
openly.)
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4) -mak sartiyla

Sonra parasini getirmek sartiyla alabilirsin.  (You can take his money on the condition that
you bring it back.)

Addition

If the | | of .

the ast_vowe © ...the suffix is: Example (Verb Stem) Result

the stem is...

a, 1, o0,0ru -mak sartiyla al (from almak) almak sartiyla

e,i,0,oru -mek sartiyla ver (from vermek) vermek sartiyla
Conjugation

Pronoun Turkish Pronoun Phrase with "gelmek" (to come)

I Ben gelmek sartiyla

You (singular) Sen gelmek sartiyla

He/She/lt o gelmek sartiyla

We Biz gelmek sartiyla

You (plural/formal) Siz gelmek sartiyla

They Onlar gelmek sartiyla

Note: This verbal form does not change by person and number.



A COMPREHENSIVE GRAMMAR OF TURKISH 2 13

When to use

¢+ This form is used in cases where the performance of the action, expressed by the
predicate, is linked to certain conditions (which are fulfilled, were, or will be fulfilled).

Karde glerine de da gitmak sartiyla alabilirsin . (You can take it on the condition that you
also distribute it to your siblings.)

Okuduktan sonra yerine koymak  sartiyla veriyor. (He gives it on the condition that he will
return it to its place after reading it.)

Ev 6devlerini yapmasina yardim etmek  sartiyla herkese gdsteriyor.  (He shows it to
everyone on the condition that they help him with his homework.)

Bas rolde oynamak sartiyla teklifimizi kabul etti . (He accepted our offer on the condition
that he would play the main role.)

O magcta sadece yirmi dakika oynamak sartiyla forma giymi sti. (He had worn the jersey
on the condition that he would play only twenty minutes in that match.)
Negation

¢ The negation of this form is formed as follows: verb root or stem + ma + mak
sartiyla.

Ge¢ kalmamak sartiyla gidebilirsin.  (You can go, but on the condition that you don't return
late.)

Hicbir seye dokunmamak sartiyla bakabilirsin.  (You can look on the condition that you
don't touch anything.)
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5) -mak i¢in

Ayakkabi almak icin ma gazaya girdik . (We went to the store to buy shoes.)

Addition

If the Iast.vowel of _the suffix is: Example (Verb Result

the stem is... Stem)

a,1,0,0ru -mak icgin yap (from yapmak) yapmak icin

e, i, 06,oru -mek icgin gor (from goérmek) goérmek icin
Conjugation

Pronoun Turkish Pronoun Phrase with "yapmak" (to do)

I Ben yapmak icin

You (singular) Sen yapmak icin

He/She/lt @) yapmak icin

We Biz yapmak icin

You (plural/formal) Siz yapmak icin

They Onlar yapmak icin

Note: This verbal form does not change by person.
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When to use

¢+ This form is used to express the purpose of an action (for what, why the action is
performed, was, or will be performed).

Arif arkada glariyla futbol oynamak icin di  sari ¢ikti . (Arif went out to play football with his
friends.)

Erdal dergilerini almak icin bize gelecek.  (Erdal will come to us to get his magazines.)

Hizmetci ¢cop kovasi almak icin dilkkana girdi . (The maid went into the shop to buy a
dustbin.)

Ridvan yeni projeyi gori  smek icin bizi lokantaya davet etti.  (Ridvan invited us to a
restaurant to discuss the new project.)

Babam sadece beni desteklemek icin tGlkenin di  ger bir ucuna gelmi sti. (My father had
come to the other end of the country just to support me.)

Negation
¢ The negation of this form is formed as follows: verb root or stem + ma + mak icin.

Yemegini bitirmemek i¢in bir sirt bahane ileri strtyor. (He is making up a lot of excuses
not to finish his food.)

Okula gitmemek icin hasta rolii yapiyor . (He is pretending to be sick so as not to go to
school.)
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6) -mak lzere

Cocukluk arkada slariyla bulu smak tzere yola ¢ikti . (He set off to meet his childhood
friends.)

Addition

If the Iast.vowel of the suffix is: Example (Verb Result

the stem is... Stem)

a,1,0,0ru -mak Uzere ¢tk (from ¢ikmak) cikmak tzere

e, i,06,oru -mek Uzere gel (from gelmek) gelmek Uzere
Conjugation

Pronoun Turkish Pronoun Phrase with "yapmak" (to do)

I Ben yapmak Uzere

You (singular) Sen yapmak Uzere

He/She/lt @) yapmak Uzere

We Biz yapmak Uzere

You (plural/formal) Siz yapmak Uzere

They Onlar yapmak Uzere

Note: This verbal form does not change by person and number.
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When to use
¢+ This form is used to express the purpose of an action (for what, why the action is
performed, was, or will be performed).
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE FORMS “-MAK iCIN” AND “-MAK UZERE”
¢ Atfirst glance, there are no differences between these forms. Only “-mak Uzere” is
used less frequently. In addition, the form “-mak lGzere” can sometimes express an

additional condition, and there are contexts in which this form expresses not the
purpose of the action at all, but only the conditions for its commission.

Sen bunu benden geri getirmek tzere almi  stin. (You took this from me with the intention
of bringing it back.)
istanbul’a gitmek {izere evden cikti.  (He left the house to go to Istanbul.)

Abisinden arkada slarina géstermek lzere almi . (He took it from his brother to show his
friends.)

Artist olmak lUzere geng ya sta evden ayrilir. (He leaves home at a young age to become
an artist.)

Vatani gorevini yapmak tzere kdyunden ayrildi . (He left his village to do his military
service.)
Negation

% The negation of this form is formed as follows: verb root or stem + ma + mak lzere.
Bir daha donmemek Uzere vatani terk etti.  (He left his homeland, never to return.)

Sen geri almamak Uzere vermi stin. (You had given it with no intention of taking it back.)
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7) -mak kadar

Vatani korumak kadar kutsal bir gérev olamaz . (There can be no duty more sacred than
protecting the homeland.)

Addition
If the | [ o
the fast VO_WE) ...the suffix is: Example (Verb Stem) Result
of the stem is...
a,l,o,oru -mak kadar bagir (from bagirmak) bagirmak kadar
e, i,0,oru -mek kadar sev (from sevmek) sevmek kadar

Note: This verbal form does not change by person and number.

When to use

¢+ This form is used to compare the action, expressed by the predicate, with some other
action.

Degisik kltlrlere sahip ba ska Ulkeleri gezmek kadar ilging bir ~ sey olamaz . (There can
be

Ders call gmak kadar dinlenmek de énemli. (Resting is as important as studying.)

Saglikli olmak icin spor yapmak kadar faydal bir yont ~ em yoktur. (There is no method as
beneficial for being healthy as doing sports.)

Araba kullanmak kadar zevkli bir u  gras bilmiyorum. (I don't know a pursuit as enjoyable
as driving a car.)

Dogaya zarar vermek kadar tehlikeli bir hareket olamaz . (There can be no action as
dangerous as harming nature.)
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Negation

¢ The negation of the form “-maktadir” is formed as follows: verb root or stem + ma +
mak kadar.

Tabiat kirletmemek kadar korumak da ¢cok énemlidir . (It is very important to protect
nature as well as not to pollute it.)

Blyuklerimizi saymamak kadar kotd bir davrani  § oldu guna inanmiyorum. (I don't
believe there is a behavior as bad as not respecting our elders.)
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8) -maktan ba ska

Sen de uyumaktan ba ska bir sey bilmiyorsun . (You don't know anything but sleeping.)

Addition
If the | I
the fast VO_WE) ...the suffix is: Example (Verb Stem) Result
of the stem is...
a, 1, o0,0ru -maktan bagka yap (from yapmak) yapmaktan baska
e, i, 06,oru -mekten bagka git (from gitmek) gitmekten bagka

Note: This verbal form does not change by person and number.

When to use
¢+ This form is used for distinction, opposition, to emphasize differences ("except for...").

Duvar boyamaktan ba gka bir seyden anlamaz. (He doesn't understand anything except
for painting walls.)

Sabri plajda gine glenmekten ba gka bir sey yapmadi. (Sabri did nothing at the beach
except for sunbathing.)

Emine diki § dikmekten ba ska bir sey bilmez. (Emine knows nothing but sewing.)
Bilal makarna pi sirmekten ba ska yemek yapma konusunda hicbir  geyden anlamaz.
(Bilal doesn't understand anything about cooking except for making pasta.)

Negation

% The negation of this form is used in extremely rare cases.
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