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PREFACE

Title: Your Journey into the Heart of Turkish

Welcome, aspiring speaker, dedicated student, and curious traveler, to A
Comprehensive Grammar of Turkish. If you are holding this book, you have likely
already been captivated by the unique beauty of the Turkish language—its
rhythmic vowel harmony, its puzzle-like agglutinative nature, and its profound
capacity for expression. You have also likely realized that to truly master this
language, a superficial glance is not enough. You need a map, a guide, and a
trusted companion. This two-volume work was written to be that companion.

For too long, learners of Turkish have had to piece together their understanding
from scattered resources, academic papers not intended for students, and
coursebooks that often raise more questions than they answer. Why does one
suffix change its vowels? When do you use the -dik form versus the -mis form?
How do you chain nouns together to say "the color of the corner of my mother's
car key"?

A Comprehensive Grammar of Turkish demystifies the language by providing
everything you need in one place. We designed this work with a single mission: to
be the clearest, most detailed, and most reliable resource for any foreigner
learning Turkish, from the tentative beginner to the advanced student seeking
fluency.

How is this grammar different?

A Logical Path to Mastery: We don't just list rules; we guide you. Volume 1: The
Fundamentals builds your foundation, starting with the very sounds of Turkish and
moving methodically through nouns, adjectives, and the intricate verb system. By
the end of this volume, you will have a rock-solid command of the core mechanics
of the language. Volume 2: Advanced Structures and Usage takes you to the next
level, showing you how to build complex, nuanced sentences using verbal nouns,
participles, and conjunctions, empowering you to express yourself with
sophistication and precision.

Clarity Above All: Complex concepts are broken down into simple, digestible
steps. Every rule is explained in plain English and immediately illustrated with
numerous real-world examples. We have avoided overly academic jargon
wherever possible, but for accuracy, we provide both the English and Turkish
grammatical terms (e.g., "Accusative Case" and "Belirtme Hali"), preparing you to
use other Turkish-language resources with confidence.

Comprehensive and Complete: From the subtle rules of consonant softening to
the complex architecture of compound sentences, no stone is left unturned. This
is not just a grammar book; it is a complete reference work. The appendices
contain invaluable charts of every major affix and a thorough guide to Turkish
spelling and punctuation.



Learning Turkish is a rewarding journey, and every new grammatical structure
you master unlocks a new way of seeing the world. This book is your key. Use it
to build your knowledge, to answer your questions, and to return to again and
again as you progress.

We are thrilled to accompany you on this adventure.

Basarilar dileriz! (We wish you success!)
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UNIT 1. PHONETICS AND PRONUNCIATION (SES BILGISIi)

SOUNDS AND LETTERS (Ses ve Harf)

It is necessary to clearly distinguish between two concepts: sounds and letters. We perceive
sounds by hearing, and we read letters.

Sounds appeared first. Later, with the invention of writing, sounds began to be represented in
writing in the form of letters. The same language can be written in different ways. An
example is the Turkish language, which throughout its history was written with the letters of
four alphabets: Old Turkic, Uyghur, Arabic, and Latin.

LETTERS AND THE ALPHABET (Harf ve Alfabe)

The Turkish alphabet, based on the Latin script, consists of 29 letters. Of these, 21 are
consonants and 8 are vowels.

The modern Turkish alphabet provides a one-to-one correspondence between letters and
sounds: each sound corresponds to a separate letter, and each letter denotes a separate
sound. That is why words in the Turkish language are read as they are written and written as
they are read.
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1.1. THE TURKISH ALPHABET (Turk Alfabesi)

No. Uppercase Lowercase English Approx. Letter Name
1 A a a Ah

2 B b b Beh
3 C c ] Jeh
4 C c ch Cheh
5 D d d Deh
6 E e e Eh

7 F f f Feh
8 G g g (hard) Geh
9 G g (soft g) Yumusak “g”
10 H h h Heh
11 I I uhli Ih

12 i i i Ee
13 J j zh Jeh
14 K k k Keh
15 L I I Leh
16 M m m Meh
17 N n n Neh
18 O 0 o] Oh
19 o) o) (like German 6) Oh
20 P p p Peh
21 R r r Reh
22 S S S Seh
23 S S sh Sheh
24 T t t Teh
25 U u 00 Oo
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26 U] U (like German u) Uh

27 \Y Vv Vv Veh
28 Y y y Yeh
29 z z z Zeh

«» C - c: The name of this letter is “Jeh”. It is pronounced like the j in jam.

cam, cevap, civciv, cimbiz, cogsku, cuma, cémert, ciizdan; sac, gece etc.

+ E - e: The name of this letter is “Eh”. This letter at the beginning of a word is read like
the e in egg, and in the middle and at the end of a word like the e in bed.

emir, dev, ne, ekmek, sevgi, ders, kemer, elma, ekin, erik etc.

% G - g: This letter is called “Yumusak G” (soft g). In most cases, this letter is not
pronounced, but only lengthens the preceding vowel. Sometimes it is pronounced
very softly, almost like the letter Y. No word in the Turkish language begins with this
letter.

ag, deger, igne, igdir, ogul, 6gle, ugur, diigme etc.

ATTENTION! Although this letter is practically unpronounced, it is important to pay attention
to it. Incorrect reading can lead to mistakes.

dag (mountain) — da (and, also); agn (pain) — ari (bee); eglenmek (to have fun) —
elenmek (to be eliminated) etc.

< O - 6: This letter denotes a sound that is intermediate between the sounds of o in or
and e in urn. The lips are rounded and pushed forward (slightly narrower than when
pronouncing the letter "0"), and the tongue is motionless. This letter never appears at
the end of words.

ornek, 6pmek, 6zlem, Omer, 6tmek, 6vmek, 6lmek; géz, gol, borek, bélmek...

« U - 0: When pronouncing this sound, the lips are also pushed forward in a tube (even
narrower than when pronouncing 6); the tongue is also motionless. The main
difference between pronouncing the sounds ¢ and 0 is that when pronouncing 0, the
lips are pushed further forward and are almost closed. This sound is similar to the
German U or the French u.

dc, un, dlke, Umit, Ust, Oye, Gstat; gul, tal, kul, Betul, given, atd, tziam, gurdltd...
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% Y -y: This letter is called “Yeh”. It is read differently depending on the letters

surrounding it. Y is a consonant letter. Below are examples of words where it stands
next to various vowel letters.

1) ...-y (...-y): bay, bey, tay, rey, ney, cay, kdy, toy, duy...

2) Ya
3) Ye
4) Y1.

5) Yi.

6) Yo...
7.Y6...
8) Yu...

9) Y...

... (ya...): yatak, yan, yalan, yarim, yastik, yaris...

... (ye...): yemek, yem, yelek, yetenek, yer, yesil...

.. (yuh...): yilan, yirtik, yikik, yildirim, yildiz, yikamak...
.. (yee...): yine, yirmi, yiyecek, yigit...

(yo...): yol, yok, yorgun, yorgan, yoksul, yokus...
(y6..): yon, yontem, ybre, ybnetmen, yoringe...
(yu...): yurt, yuva, yukari, yulaf, yumruk, yumurta...

(yd..): yan, yizuik, yuk, yiksek, yurek, yiz...

ATTENTION! In Turkish, each of the letters “g”, “k”, and “I” corresponds to two sounds: a
soft (palatal) and a hard (velar) one. However, they are not distinguished in writing.

1.2.

R/
0.0

THE CIRCUMFLEX ACCENT (SIGN OF LENGTHENING AND PALATALIZATION)
(Duzeltme Isareti)

This diacritic was used in words of non-Turkish origin. It used to indicate either the
lengthening of the vowel it was placed over, or the palatalization (softening) of the
preceding consonant. Only three consonants are palatalized: g, k, and I. In other
cases, the circumflex over the letters a, i, and u indicates vowel length. This diacritic,
unfortunately, is used no more, and learners are encouraged to memorize the correct
pronunciation of the words where this sign occurs.

A. PALATALIZATION OF THE PRECEDING CONSONANT

®
0’0

In some borrowed words, the letters g, k, | are read softly. To indicate this in writing,
a diacritical mark “*" is placed over the letters “a” and “u” that follow these
consonants: “4, 0”. This allows for the correct reading of words with such letter
combinations and for distinguishing by meaning words with similar spellings (kar —

snow, kar — profit).

1) -g& — dergah, ordugah, tezgah, yadigér, rizgar, yegane...

2) -ka — bekar, diikkan, hikaye, kagit, kar, katip, mekan...

3) -kl — mahkam, sukdn, sukdat...
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4) -1a — ahlak, evlat, felaket, hala, hilal, ilag, ilan, ilave, iflas, ihtilal, istiklal, kelam, lakin, lale,
ldzim, mahlas, selédm, sulale, telas, villa, vilayet...

5) -10 — billar, Uslp...

+ Here are a few examples of words borrowed from Western languages.

PI4j, plan, plak, klasik, lahana, laik (“a” is read short), ldmba, Latin, melankoli, reklam...

+ In onomatopoeic words, this diacritic is also used to soften the preceding consonant.

Laklak, lapa lapa, lap lap, lakirdi, lappadak...

B. VOWEL LENGTH

+» There are no long vowels in native Turkish words. However, to indicate vowel length
in words borrowed into Turkish from Arabic and Persian, the circumflex accent (?) is
used. This accent, unfortunately, is used no more, and learners are encouraged to
memorize the correct pronunciation of the words where it occurs.

% Vowel length is indicated in three cases:
« First: Primarily, the circumflex accent is used to distinguish between native Turkish

words and loanwords that are spelled identically. Omitting this accent can lead to a
misunderstanding of the text.

With Circumflex Meanin Without Circumflex Meanin
(Loanword) g (Turkish) 9
adet custom, adet number,
habit piecelitem
yar beloved yar cliff, precipice
A world,
alem . alem flag
universe
slra council sura this place
hala stil hala aunt, father's
sister

ama (but, however) — ama (blind)

kar (snow) — kéar (profit)

asik (knucklebones) — asik (in love, a lover)
dahi (even) — dahi (genius)

ala (hazel) — ala (excellent)
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nar (pomegranate) — nar (fire)
tabi (natural; of course) — tabi (dependent)
vakif (foundation) — vakif (aware of, knowledgeable)

< Second: The second case involves the circumflex over the final vowel i, which is a
suffix in Arabic that forms adjectives from nouns. In Turkish, the same final i can be
the 3rd person singular possessive suffix or the accusative case suffix. To avoid
confusion, the "i" inherited from Arabic is marked with a circumflex.

askeri (military) — askeri (his soldier, the soldier [acc.])
bedent (physical) — bedeni (his/her body, the body [acc.])

edebi — edebi
ilmT — ilmi
kalb? — kalbi
tarihi — tarihi

zihnT — zihni...

+ If the accent is omitted in such words, it can lead to misunderstanding.

askerf elbise (military uniform) — Turk askeri (Turkish soldier)
llmi konular (scientific topics) — Ahmet’in ilmi (Ahmet's knowledge)
tarihi eserler (historical works) — Turk tarihi (Turkish history)

% In cases where the Arabic i is pronounced short, the accent is not used because
there is no risk of confusing it with an inflectional suffix.

¢ini, tiryaki, zenci, Kutsi, Necmi...
<+ Third: The third case for using the circumflex involves words borrowed from Arabic
and Persian that begin with the syllable bi. In Persian, the prefix bi- signifies the
absence of something (in Turkish, this is marked with a circumflex). In Arabic, the

same letter combination is equivalent to the Turkish ile (‘with"), and in this case, no
accent is used.

Persian "bi": bicare (helpless), bivefa (unfaithful), bitaraf (neutral)...

Arabic "bi": bihakkin (rightfully), bizatihi (personally), bilumum (all)...

CLASSIFICATION OF SOUNDS
First and foremost, all sounds in a language are divided into vowels (Unli, sesli)
and consonants (Unsiz, sessiz). For simplicity, we will use the terms vowels and
consonants to refer to the letters that represent these sounds.

Vowels: a, e, 1,i,0, 0, U, U

Consonants: b,c,¢,d,f,g,8, h,j,k, I, m,n,p,r,s,8,tvVv,Yyz
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1.3. VOWELS (SESLI HARFLER)

% Vowels are sounds produced with an open mouth, where the airflow from the lungs is
not blocked by any part of the mouth. They can be pronounced long or short.

% There are eight vowels in Turkish: a, e, 1, i, 0, 0, u, U

1.3.1. CHARACTERISTICS OF VOWELS
+ Vowels are classified according to the following three features:

Place of articulation and tongue position: distinguishes between front vowels (ince
tnlaler) and back vowels (kalin tnliiler).

Degree of mouth opening: distinguishes between open vowels (genis tnliiler) and close
vowels (dar Unluler).

Degree of lip rounding: distinguishes between rounded vowels (yuvarlak Gnliler)
and unrounded vowels (diz Gnlaler).

% When pronouncing back vowels, the tongue is pulled back. For front vowels, it is
pushed forward. Unrounded vowels are produced with the lips in a neutral position,
while rounded vowels are produced with the lips pursed. Open vowels are
pronounced with the mouth wide open, while close vowels are pronounced with the
mouth semi-closed.

+ According to this classification, each vowel can be described by three parameters.

Tongue Position Unrounded Rounded

Open Close
Back A I
Front E i

@,

«» Let's look at the characteristics of each vowel:

A: unrounded, open, back
E: unrounded, open, front
I: unrounded, close, back
i: unrounded, close, front

O: rounded, open, back
O: rounded, open, front
U: rounded, close, back
U: rounded, close, front
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Back Vowels: (tongue is pulled back)

A/ 1,0,U

Front Vowels: (tongue is pushed forward)

E i,0,0

Unrounded Vowels: (lips are in a neutral position)

A E I i

Rounded Vowels: (lips are pursed forward)

0,0,uU,U

Open Vowels: (mouth is wide open)

A,E 0,0

Close Vowels: (mouth is semi-closed)

I,i,U,0

Long Vowels: long &, long 1, long G
+ These vowel features will be important when discussing the rules of vowel harmony

and other linguistic phenomena.

Some Rules

@,

« In native Turkish words, two vowels do not appear consecutively. All words with two
consecutive vowels are loanwords.

saat, kanaat, cemaat, aile, kaide, dair, Siirt, fiil...
+» There are also no long vowels in native Turkish words. If a word contains a long
vowel, it is a loanword (usually from Arabic or Persian).

sair, numune, iman... (pronounced: sa:ir, numu:ne, i:man)
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+ However, many loanwords have gradually lost their vowel length, and currently, all
their vowels are pronounced short (even though they were originally long in their
source languages).

beyaz, hic, rahat, esas, hayat, kanun...

% Sometimes, vowel length reappears when a suffix is added to a word.
esas — esasl, hayat — hayati, kanun — kanunen... (pronounced: esa:sl, haya:ti,
kanu:nen)

+ In some such words, however, length does not reappear even with a suffix.

beyaz — beyazi, can — canim...

+» Vowel length is not marked with a circumflex in words that do not have similarly
spelled native Turkish words with which they could be confused.

adalet, badem, beraber, sive, sube...

+ When a similar Turkish word exists, the length is marked with a circumflex.

adet, yar, alem, sira, hala...

VOWEL HARMONY LAWS
The law of vowel harmony in Turkish is expressed through two principles:
Major (Palatal) Vowel Harmony (biayuk GnlG uyumu)

Minor (Labial) Vowel Harmony (ktcuk Gnlt uyumu)
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1.3.2. THE LAW OF MAJOR (PALATAL) VOWEL HARMONY (Biyiik Unli Uyumu)

+«+ This principle states that front vowels (e, i, 8, U) can only be followed by other front
vowels, and back vowels (a, 1, 0, u) can only be followed by other back vowels. Thus,
all vowels in a native Turkish word must be of the same type: either all front or alll
back.

Words with only front vowels (e, i, 0, U):

sevilmek, ince, denizden, kelebekler, gostermelik...

Words with only back vowels (a, 1, 0, u):

satilik, kalin, oyun, ugurtma, asagu, sorular...

@,

+ However, there are some native Turkish words that do not follow this principle.
Originally, they did conform to vowel harmony (the original forms are shown in
parentheses), but they have changed over time.

anne (from ana), elma (from alma), kardes (from kardas), hangi (from kangt), inanmak

(though it contains both 1 and a, it is an exception), dahi (from daki), hadi, sisman...

« This principle is also often not followed in compound words.

karabiber, bagkent, Karadeniz, akciger, gecekondu, hanimeli...

+» Loanwords and proper nouns do not have to obey major vowel harmony.

kalem, cihan, insan, merhamet, asayis, afiyet, istanbul, Erzurum...

@,

+ But some loanwords were altered to conform to this principle.

divar — duvar, kalib — kahip, brillante — pirlanta, suret — surat...

0,

+ Most Turkish suffixes obey major vowel harmony.

tuzlu (tuz + lu), sekerli (seker + li), tuzsuz (tuz + suz), sekersiz (seker + siz), ciceklik (cicek
+ lik), ayakkabilik (ayakkabi + lik)...
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% The following seven suffixes do not change according to major vowel harmony:
-yor (present continuous tense suffix):

bitiyor, guluyor, istiyor...

-ken (adverbial suffix, 'while’):

kosarken, aglarken, bakarken...

-leyin (adverbial suffix for time):

sabahleyin, aksamleyin...

-(mtirak (suffix creating adjectives, '-ish'):

yesilimtirak, eksimtirak...

-Ki (suffix creating adjectives or possessive pronouns):

onunki, yukaridaki, aksamki...

-das (suffix creating nouns, 'fellow-'):

gonuldas, lilkudas...

-gil (suffix creating family nouns):
halamgil, dayimgil, baklagiller...
+ When adding suffixes to words that violate vowel harmony, the vowel of the new
suffix is determined by the last vowel of the word.
annesiymis (anne + si + y + mig), kardesge (kardes + ¢e), elmalik (elma + lik),
veriyordunuz (ver + i + yor + du + nuz)...
% However, these suffixes don't always violate vowel harmony. If the word's vowels

match the suffix's vowel, the principle is upheld.

ogleleyin, gelirken, sarimtirak, seninki, arkadas, enistemgil...
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+ Violation of vowel harmony is also common when adding suffixes to loanwords. This
is because such words can end in a "back vowel + soft consonant" combination,
which takes a front-vowel suffix, formally breaking the rule.

dikkatli, emsalsiz, harfler, metaller, hali, saatci, golcu, finaller, stratli, alkolld, kalpler...

1.3.3. LAW OF MINOR (LABIAL) VOWEL HARMONY (Kii¢uik Unlii Uyumu)
«+ This principle governs the sequence of rounded and unrounded vowels.
+« After unrounded vowels (a, e, 1, i), only unrounded vowels (a, e, 1, i) can follow.

0

«» After rounded vowels (0, 6, u, ), only close rounded vowels (u, () or open
unrounded vowels (a, e) can follow.

a-e-l1-i—a-e-1-i

kardes, tazelik, sicak, yara, sari, ilgi, vergi, sargi...

o-0-u-u—a-eoru-i

kolay, surmek, yoklamak, korku, oturmak, yorgunluk, ¢cocuk, yumurta...

Differences

% The difference between major and minor vowel harmony is as follows:

% Major vowel harmony requires every vowel in a word to match all other vowels in
being either front or back. Minor vowel harmony only requires each vowel to

harmonize with the immediately preceding vowel.

+ In the word kolaylik, the vowel 1 is preceded by a, which is preceded by o. The
sequence o — a — 1 does not violate minor vowel harmony (o—a is valid, a—1 is
valid). However, the word as a whole contains both back (o, a, 1) and front vowels
(none in this case, but a different word could), so this example focuses only on the
rounding sequence. The key is that o is not followed by 1 directly. This feature is clear
in words where a rounded vowel is followed by an open unrounded one.

ufaklik, uzaklik, olasi, 6nemli, lizerinde...

% There are also native Turkish words that violate minor vowel harmony.

¢amur, yagmur, tavuk, kabuk, kavun, avug, avurt, kavurmak, savurmak...

+ And there are loanwords that do not follow this principle.

alkol, daktilo, monu, akordeon, rotar, radyo, tiyatro, otobis, televizyon...
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+ Some loanwords were modified to conform to minor vowel harmony.
mudir — mudur, mimkin — mimkin, miskil — miigkiil...
+ In native Turkish words, the vowels o and 6 can only appear in the first syllable.
Words with o or 6 in subsequent syllables are loanwords.
radyo, tiyatro, otobus, televizyon, horoz, alkol, konsolos...
% The present continuous tense suffix -yor violates minor vowel harmony. Regardless
of the preceding vowels in the stem, suffixes that follow -yor will harmonize with its
vowel o.
okuyorum, geliyorsun, bilmiyorum...
« The vowel preceding the -yor suffix must harmonize with it. If the verb stem ends in
an open vowel (a/e), it narrows to a close vowel before -yor (see Vowel Narrowing).
anlamak — anla + yor — (a /1) — anliyor
beklemek — bekle + yor — (e /i) — bekliyor
+ When adding suffixes to words (both native and loanwords) that violate minor vowel
harmony, the suffix harmonizes with the last vowel of the stem.
kavun + u, yagmur + luk, camur + luk, muzik + gi...

++ Minor vowel harmony is only relevant for words with at least two syllables. It does not
apply to single-syllable words or compound words.
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Summary of Vowel Harmony Rules

« If we combine both principles into a single table, we get a list of which vowels can

follow which:
If the preceding vowel is: The next vowel can be:
A a, |
E e, i
I I, a
[ i, e
@) u,a
o) u, e
U u, a
U U, e

RULES FOR SUFFIX ATTACHMENT

ATTENTION! As mentioned earlier, Turkish is an agglutinative language where grammatical
meaning is expressed through suffixes added to a word's stem. Therefore, when adding a
suffix, it must follow vowel harmony.

< That is, a word whose last vowel is a back vowel takes a suffix with a back vowel, and
a word whose last vowel is a front vowel takes a suffix with a front vowel.

« There are three types of suffixes in Turkish based on vowel harmony:

+ Fixed Suffixes: These suffixes have no phonetic variants and do not change. There
are seven of them, which we listed earlier as "Suffixes that violate major vowel
harmony" (-yor, -ken, -leyin, -(1)mtrak, -ki, -das, -gil).

yuriyor, okurken, aksamleyin, yesilimtrak, sabahki, dindag, amcamygil...

« Two-Way Harmony Suffixes: These suffixes have two variants, one with e (for front-
vowel words) and one with a (for back-vowel words).

Negative verb suffix: -ma, -me
Locative case suffix: -da, -de
Ablative case suffix: -dan, -den
Plural suffix: -lar, -ler...
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